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The importance of those Early Years

One of the most important things children learn in the early years is about themselves –

that is, they develop a picture of themselves that affects the way they approach any 

situation, task, or relationship with another person. In other words, they develop a self 

concept. An important part of that self concept is the picture they have of themselves as 

learners: is it okay to be curious, to explore, to ask questions, to tackle problems, to try 

to figure things out, to experiment? Is it okay to try something and fail sometimes? 

Being a good learner means having a go, seeing yourself as capable, and taking 

reasonable risks.       DFE

http://www.smallstepsbigchanges.org.uk/biglittlemoments


TOP TIPS FOR BEING A LOVELY LITERACY 

LEARNER.



In Phase 1 phonics, children are taught about:

• Environmental sounds.

• Instrumental sounds.

• Body percussion (e.g. clapping and stamping)

• Rhythm and rhyme.

• Alliteration.

• Voice sounds.

• Oral blending and segmenting (e.g. hearing that d-o-g makes 

'dog')



Nursery rhymes – how many do you know? 

Repetition and rhyming are such important skills needed for early reading and 

writing. 



Read at home every day. 





Does your child see you read? 

How can you help your child if you or they are struggling? 

• Use the pictures to tell a story and make predictions

• Re-tell a story after reading to check understanding

• Talk about your favourite part

• Ask questions about what they have read – even a very good reader 

struggles with this 

• Discuss the vocabulary in the book – can you think of more 

interesting words that could be used instead?



“pupils who fail to learn to read 

early on start to dislike reading.”



Help your child to achieve the Reading Garden steps in their class.

Every 10 school books read at home wins a prize!!  



Read at home every day. 

Use good 

vocabulary.







https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/parents/ages-and-stages/

https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-point/parents/ages-and-stages/


https://wordsforlife.org.uk/

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/


‘The limits of my language 

mean the limits of my world’

Ludwig Wittgenstein



Read at home every day. 

Use good vocabulary.

Use phonics to read and write.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

Pronunciation of sounds is so 

important

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Read Write Inc. 



What is Read Write Inc?

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-

more/parents/#lg=1&slide=1

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=1


What is Phonics?

 Phonics  - the sounds that our alphabet represent.

 We have 26 letters, 44 sounds and 150+ ways of writing those 

sounds!!

 It is the most difficult language to crack!

 We need to make sure our children learn these sounds quickly 

and that they are embedded.  The best way to do that is have fun 

learning, but also repeat, practise and repeat again and again and 

again!



Speed Sounds

The sounds are split up into sets. 

There are BOUNCY sounds…

…and STRETCHY sounds!

How Do We Teach The 

Sounds?



Set 1 and Set 2 Sounds

Set 1



Today’s sound is….

g



My 

turn!



Your 

turn 



TTYP

Turn to your partner!



Pure Sounds

 It is vital that we teach our children to pronounce the sounds correctly.

 We call these Pure Sounds.

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-

more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=2


Blending Sounds 

Once the children have learnt some sounds they 

can start to blend them to begin to read words.



Fred Talk

 Fred the Frog helps us to learn our sounds!

 He only speaks in sounds!

 He helps the children listen to the sounds and begin to blend the words 

without reading them.

 Let’s see if you can do it!



Word time 
 Fred is not the only way we teach children to blend sounds. 

 We use the letter cards and magnetic letters.

 This section of the lesson is called Word Time.



….and now

write it!



Rhymes to Write!

 To help the children write the sounds we use a rhyme to 

help.

 These link to the letter pictures.

When the children write, they sit at desks. They are taught 

the correct sitting position and pencil grip.



Teaching letter formation



Writing Words

Once the children are secure writing some letters, as with 

reading, we begin to blend the letters to write some 

words.

 Fred is back!



Fred fingers



Reading with Fred Talk



Read at home every day. 

Use good vocabulary.

Use phonics to read and write.

Use of correct letter formation.



Which is correctly written?

ben Ben

BEN





















Name Writing:



Handwriting – how does your child hold a 

pen?
 https://www.bromleyhealthcare.org.uk/explore-our-

services/childrens-occupational-therapy/



Back to reading! 

What does your child think of books?

Do they see you read?

Do they respect the physical book? 



Reading Books

 This is the BIG change and where we need your help.

 RWI only gives children books that contain the sounds they know.

 They read a book in class with a partner.  This book is matched to the 

sounds they know.  

 They read the book 3 times:

 First read – decoding

 Second read – fluency

 Third read – comprehension

 They also bring this book home to practise.



Home Reading

 The books do not look very exciting but the aim of the 

programme is to build basic skills and confidence.

Reading for pleasure is vital though and children 

must experience the joy of a great book!



Repeated readings

Again! Again!

Children are wired to thrive on repetition



10 things your child learns when you read 

aloud stories and poems every day

1. Sustain attention

2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme

3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page

4. Understand humour and irony 

5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and later in writing

6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world

7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate voices

8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns

9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen next

10. Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next



Reading is so important – let’s get it right!

 RWI teaches children BASIC skills to ensure they become confident readers 

and writers.

 Stage not age – their reading book is matched to their ability.

 Assessment is continuous. If a child falls behind then support is given. 

 Keep up not catch up

 Home practise is vital – we need to work together.



Websites

 The Ruth Miskin Portal has lots of information to help 

parents.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/

Useful websites:

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/


Did you know:

If you read just 1 book a day to 

your child. They will have read 

1825 books by their 5th

birthday.

Every day counts!

Every book counts!

Keep reading!






